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sonata because the theme is based off the Agnus Dei. The first movement consists of a
theme and three variations. The second movement is almost like a cadenza with its lyrical
soloistic lines. Then the third and final movement is a conversation between the trumpet
and the piano part as they exchange repetitive sixteenth notes. This piece was
commissioned by the International Trumpet Guild in 1978.
Intrada
Otto Ketting
Otto Ketting was born in Amsterdam in 1935 and was regarded as very well-known
Dutch composer. His works show a variety of style and complexity. Ketting was very
proficient at trumpet at a young age and went to study at the Conservatory of Hague.
Ketting also studied composition in Munich. He was an active professional trumpet
player for seven years, playing for the Hague orchestra. Following Ketting’s professional
playing career, he became professor of composition at the Royal Conservatory The
Hague. Intrada was written for unaccompanied trumpet or horn. This piece is unique in
that this was greatly different from Ketting’s previous compositions for orchestra and
small ensemble. The trumpet starts with statements moving without tonal center and
working to tell a story which can be interpreted in many ways. The opening idea also is
the closing idea of this piece.
Centennial Horizon
Kevin McKee
Kevin McKee is an American composer who writes with brass chamber music as his
primary focus. He started playing trumpet in grade school and has continued on to earn
two degrees in Trumpet Performance. McKee describes on his website that his “childlike fascination with creativity” is an important part of his composition process.
Centennial Horizon was commissioned by Albany trumpeter Catherine Sheridan. While
only the first movement is being played tonight, the piece contains two movements
(Aspen Grove and Roaring Gunnison), and they are connected by a musical interlude
titled Alpenglow. This piece was written to try to capture the beauty and adventure of
Colorado, which is also known as the Centennial State. Centennial Horizon was inspired
by McKee’s late grandmother and her love for the state. The first movement pays homage
to her.
Ballade for a Ceremony
Eric Ewazen
Eric Ewazen was born in 1954 in Cleveland Ohio. Ewazen studied composition with
Samuel Alder, Milton Babbit, Warren Benson, Gunther Schuller, and Joseph Schwanter
at the Eastman School of Music, Tanglewood and The Julliard School, where he received
his DMA. Ewazen has been on faculty at Julliard since 1980. Ewazen is a recipient of
numerous awards and prizes. His works have been commissioned and performed by
many chamber ensembles and orchestras around the world. Ballade for a Ceremony was
written for a wedding ceremony. The piece was commissioned by Jason Adams as a gift
for his friends’ marriage. This ballade is very lyrical and is overall a very happy
collaborative piece. This piece tells the story of celebrating marriage and the times leading
up to the wedding and the climax of the marriage. The climax is near the end of the piece
and is very dramatic.
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Sonata for Trumpet and Strings, Z. 850
Henry Purcell
Henry Purcell was born in September of 1659 in London and died on November 21,
1695 in London. His works range from opera to chamber music. Early on in his career,
Purcell composed more instrumental music. He was later known as a song writer.
Purcell’s sacred music was different from other composers of his time. His sacred music
was light and joyful, but not too stately which influenced Handel. The sonata was
originally composed for trumpet and strings. This was later arranged for trumpet and
piano. The music is very light and horn-like in the first movement. There is passing the
melody from the piano and trumpet throughout the entire piece. The second movement
is just piano only and is very calm and lyrical. The third movement is a lively dance and
is in major key.
Sonata Prima
Giovanni Buonaventura Viviani
Giovanni Buonaventura Viviani was a composer and violinist from Italy. He spent twenty
years of his career at the Innbruck court first as a violinist and then as a court music
director. Viviani is most known for his operas and oratorios, but he did write a few
instrumental pieces which includes two sonatas for trumpet of which this is the first. He
published his first trumpet sonata in 1678. His trumpet writing was unusual for the time
in Italy because he wrote it for C trumpet instead of D trumpet which was the up and
coming instrument in Italy at the time. This leads music historians to believe he wrote it
in Innbruck. The movements are a mixture of fanfare and recitative. The declaratory
nature of Sonata Prima suggests it was written to fill a large church.
Sonata for Trumpet and Piano
Halsey Stevens
Halsey Stevens was an American composer born in 1908 in Scott, New York. Stevens
focused on composing for orchestra, chamber groups, keyboard, and chorus. Halsey
Stevens was a Bartok scholar and as a result, Bartok had a very big influence on Steven’s
compositional style. An influence that is directly from Bartok is the use of mixed meter.
Sonata for Trumpet and Piano (1959) is a staple of trumpet repertoire. The first
movement consists of frequent meter changes and has cross-rhythmic relationships
between trumpet and piano showcasing Bartok’s influence on his compositional scholar.
The second movement is very calm, reflective, and lyrical. There are some references that
hint towards Copland in the prominent use of 4ths and 5ths in the melody and harmony.
The third movement is a dance like feel that is employs numerous meter changes. The
meter changes enhance the dance like feeling.
Sonata for Trumpet and Piano
Norman Dello Joio
Norman Dello Joio was a 20th century American composer. He became involved with
music at a young age when he started playing organ and conducting for a church in New
York at the age of 14. In 1941, Dello Joio started studying composition with Hindemith.
Hindemith encouraged Dello Joio to write music that was lyrical instead of following the
atonal music that was popular at the time. Dello Joio was interested in church music
particularly Gregorian chant as well as Jazz so elements of these two styles can be heard
in his music. His love of Gregorian chant can be heard in the first movement of this

